
               . . . telling the news of North Cross Church 
…coming up in Worship… 
 
Jesus brought change 
 
 First it was the Democratic candi-

date who talked about change. Then sud-
denly, it was the Republicans seeking to 
co-opt the change agenda. Seemingly, 
we all want change or are being told that 
change is needed. 

Well, change is something Jesus 
talked about in his ministry as well. It 
was a changed heart, a changed attitude, 
a changed life that he sought from those 
who followed him. 

In Sunday’s message your pastor, 
Rick, will be suggesting that it is neces-
sary for us to change our thinking when 
it comes to how we view the church and 
our place in it. The scriptural basis for 
this perspective can be found in Jesus’ 
words in Mark 2: 21-22. 

September 15, 2008 

Transformed by Christ’s love to make disciples and serve others. 

Join adults in Sunday study: 9:45 a.m. 
      You’re invited to share in study and  
   fellowship with these classes this Sunday: 
 
Contemporary Conversations: Lounge    
 Lesson: “Contemporary Issue”                                                           
FaithWorks: Room 207   
 Lesson: “Core Values of the New Community”   
Good News: Room 206 
 Lesson: “New Testament People”                Jim Funk                 
Friendship: Room 206   
 Lesson:  “Core Values of the New Community”  

Bill Overbey            
Inquirer’s: Fellowship Hall 
 Lesson:  “The Journey of Appreciation”    
                                        Guest Speaker, David Nelson 
Pathfinders: Room 200   
 Lesson: “Rich in Scriptures”           Beverly Whitaker                                                                                                                                       
Wesleyan: Room 215     
 Lesson: “Core Values of the New Community” 
                          Ginnie Collins                                                                       

Join us for lunch Sunday, 11-12:30 
 
 Make sure you enjoy the benefit luncheon planned for 

this Sunday in Fellowship Hall. A delicious brisket meal 
with tasty sides and dessert will be available between the 
hours of 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. You’ll also enjoy the spirit of 
fellowship around the tables. 

The Outreach Committee of the church is sponsoring 
this meal to raise funds for Northland Assistance Center,  
one of the significant helping agencies within our commu-
nity, with which we have a partnership. Northland Assis-
tance Center is meeting the growing needs of those seeking 
assistance because of lost jobs and insufficient income. This 
agency is housed in the Christian Church in North Kansas 
City, but works with many churches and serves as a 
“clearinghouse,” assessing the needs of those who seek as-
sistance within Clay and Platte counties. 

There is no “fixed” price for the meal(s) you will be 
served, but we ask you to consider a generous donation that 
will enable us to support the work of this important mission 
partner. In recent years North Cross has sought to direct 
more of the requests for aid and assistance to this agency, 
because they have the capability (networking) to verify the 
worthiness and the validity of such requests. 

 

Methodist Class begins Monday, September 29th 
 
 Did you ever want to know more about what United 

Methodists believe? Are you interested in learning more 
about some of the theology of United Meth-
odists and the important contributions the 
founder of the Methodist movement, John 
Wesley, provided? 

If so, you’re invited to sign up for a 4-
week class on United Methodist History and 
Beliefs led by Pastor Rick. This class will be 
held on four consecutive Monday evenings, 
beginning Sept. 29th at 6:30 p.m. The cost is 
$5.00/person, payable the first night. Regis-
ter by calling the church office @ 452-2939. 
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 Look Ahead – 
 
¨ Trustees would appreciate the help of any-

one who can be a part of the fall spruce-up 
day on Saturday, Sept. 27th, from 8 a.m. to 
noon.  

¨ On Sunday, September 28th, we will cele-
brate the completion of the 20 years it has 
taken to pay the debt on the sanctuary 
building. This will be acknowledged as a 
portion of both services on that day. 

¨ The next service of Healing & Wholeness 
will be the last Sunday of the month: Sep-
tember 28th. 

¨ The next CiCi’s Pizza Day is the last Sun-
day of September – The church receives 
10% of all sales when you say you are from 
North Cross anytime that day! 

¨ Don’t forget to be a part of the Autumn Fun 
Fest on Saturday, October 11th, from 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. Music, food, fun as we wel-
come our neighbors and the community to 
North Cross UMC. 

¨ Consider becoming a part of this year’s 
Volunteers in Mission trip to Sikeston, MO 
Sept. 28th to October 3rd.  This is an oppor-
tunity for “hands on” mission work that 
will really make a difference in the lives of 
others. For further information, refer to the 
VIM article in the next column, or call 
Patsy at 452.2939. 

¨ Kidzone and a fun learning opportunity for 
adults will be offered for six Wednesday 
nights immediately following the Wednes-
day night meal. Begins October 1st ; watch 
for more information. 

¨ Hands-on Mission opportunity will be 
available working at Harvesters to sort food 
on Saturday, Oct.18th , from 9-12 noon. 
Meet at the church at 8:30 a.m. 

Volunteers in Mission destination named 
 
  The VIM destination this year will be to Sikeston, 
Missouri, helping at the House of Liberty, where people 
who have suffered crisis from addiction can stay after 
treatment or prison, while receiving suppor-
tive services from change agents in order to 
reengage with society. 
  There is lots to do - painting, replacing 
ceiling tiles, landscaping, construction, 
plumbing and electrical work. You do not 
need to be an expert in any of these areas. We 
will leave here Sunday afternoon, Sep. 28th, 
and return Friday evening, Oct. 3rd. Cost for 
gas, food and supplies will be $300. Make 
your checks out to North Cross and put 
VIM/MO/08 on the memo line. If you are interested in 
this VIM opportunity, please talk with Patsy as soon as 
possible. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

  Do you like to plant flowers, or are you a person 
who says they do not have a green thumb? Well, which-
ever you are, we have something for you! 
  Coming Soon!! The children’s department will be 
taking orders for big, beautiful flower bulbs just for 
you. They should arrive just in time for you to plant this 
fall.  
  Please help support the continuing Christian devel-
opment of our North Cross Kids. So, keep watch for a 
flower stand near you. 
  Thank you in advance for supporting the children’s 
department.  
 

The North Cross Kids & Children’s Ministry Team 
 

Children’s Fund Raiser 

North Cross Members are invited to be Lunch 
Buddies or tutors at Crestview Elementary 
School. Take one hour a week to help. See Patsy 
for an application. If 7 or more people sign up, 
Pam Polson will hold a special training at 
church.  Crestview Elementary is our Business 
Partner. They have 200 international students. 
Please come and make a difference. 

October 12th is the last day to donate  items for the 
UMW kits for Festival of Sharing. Please leave your 
donations under the Sharing Tree. 
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6:00 a.m. .......................Tai Chi 
10:00 a.m. .....................Mommy & Me 
11:00 a.m. .....................Tai Chi 
4:30 p.m. .......................4 One Band practice 
5:00 p.m. .......................Cub Scouts  
6:30 p.m. .......................Disciple Bible Study�
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4:30 p.m. .......................Girl Scouts 
5:00 p.m. .......................Rehearsal 
7:00 p.m. .......................Blue Grass Bands�
�
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3:00 p.m. .......................Youth Overnight  
3:00 p.m. .......................Wedding &  Reception                                 
�
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8:30 a.m........................Worship 
9:30 a.m........................Children’s Music 
9:45 a.m........................Sunday School 
11:00 a.m......................Northland Assistance 
                                      Center Lunch 
11:00 a.m......................Worship 
3:00 p.m. .......................Financial Peace Class  
6:30 p.m. .......................God and Country 
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9:30 a.m. .......................Parkinson Exercise 
11:00 a.m. .....................Tai Chi 
6:30 p.m. .......................Worship Ministry 
7:00 p.m. .......................Seekers 
7:00 p.m. .......................Republican Women 
7:00 p.m. .......................Cub & Boy Scouts 
                  �
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9:00 a.m. .......................TOPS 
9:30 a.m. .......................Breaking Free Study 
10:00 a.m. .....................Paint for Fun 
6:30 p.m. .......................Girl Scouts 
6:30 p.m. .......................Concerned Care 
6:30 p.m. .......................Duplicate Bridge  
6:30 p.m. .......................Lay Leadership Ministry 
�
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9:00 a.m. .......................Book of Acts  
11:00 a.m. .....................Grandparents Support 
5:30 p.m. .......................Supper 
6:00 p.m. .......................Yoga 
6:30 p.m. .......................Youth  
6:30 p.m. .......................Chancel Choir practice  
�
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6:00 a.m. .......................Tai Chi 
11:00 a.m. .....................Tai Chi 
4:30 p.m. .......................4 One Band practice   
6:30 p.m. .......................Disciple Bible Study�

 Adventures in Learning resumes 
 
  The Shepherd’s Center Adventures in Learning pro-
gram began its fall series with a meeting on Friday, Sep-
tember 12, here at North Cross. The meetings begin with 
a social time at 9:30 with coffee and donuts. Classes are 
offered at 10:00 and 11:00 with lunch served at noon. 
Topics are varied and range from “How to Watch Foot-
ball” to politics to “Chapel Talk.”  Upcoming meetings 
are scheduled for Sep. 26, Oct.10, Oct. 24, Nov.14 and 
Dec.5. The registration fee is $2.00, and lunch is $4.00.  
Lunch reservations should be called in to 452.4536 by 
the preceding Wednesday. 
  If you’re finding yourself with some time on your 
hands, the Shepherd’s Center is always looking for vol-
unteers. Opportunities include providing transportation 
to doctor appointments, being a friendly visitor or per-
sonal shopper, assisting with Break Time Club (for the 
fragile elderly), and much more. 
  Another easy way to support the SCN is by collecting 
Best Buy barcode labels. Just put them in the designated 
box, which will be located in our church kitchen by the 
telephone. If you’re not already collecting for any other 
group, we’d appreciate your assistance. 
  If you would like to receive the “Northern Exposure,” 
the Shepherd’s Center newsletter, please call their office 
at 452.4536. The newsletter is delivered either by mail or 
e-mail.  If you’re interested in learning about all the vari-
ous programs check out the website 
www.shepherdscenternorth.org . 
 
 
 

 Seeker’s Incredible Nut Sale update 
 
  S.I.N.S. (or the Seeker’s Incredible Nut Sale) will of-
fer something new this year: coffee, tea, and cocoa from 
Equal Exchange will be available. 
  Equal Exchange is a “Fair Trade Organization” which 
partners with farmers and cooperatives to offer them a 
fair price for their products. For further information, go 

to www.equalexchange.com. 
   In turn, their communities 
can afford to invest in educa-
tion, health care, and agricul-
tural improvements. Equal Ex-
change will also make a dona-
tion to UMCOR when they re-
ceive orders. 



Person to person: 
CHURCH FAMILY NEWS 

 

· Hospitalized: No known at time of publication. 
· Menu for September 24th: Spaghetti & Meatballs, 

Fruit Salad, Green Beans, Garlic Bread 
· We offer our sympathy to Rev. Glenda Callicott and 

family in the death of her granddaughter, Grace Ellen 
Howard, on September 13, 2008. 

· The beautiful fall flower arrangements that you see dis-
played in the entryway were arranged and provided by 
Thelma Partridge. Please thank her when you see her! 

· Thank you North Cross for your visits, cards, and get-
well cards when I was in the hospital.  

                         Lonnie Frazier 
· You are cordially invited to the celebration of Robert & 

Michele Hurst’s 40th wedding celebration on Sunday, 
September 28th, from 3 to 5 pm. in Fellowship Hall. 
Please RSVP to Melanie Hurst at 289.6744 or Jennifer 
Fletcher at 913.324.1541. Only the gift of your pres-
ence is requested. 

 

Rick’s Ruminations: 
 
 In recent days I’ve had the opportunity to 

visit several times with representatives from 
the Missouri State Highway Department about 
the Vivion Road project and how things will 
progress that concern our church. 

As I spoke with those supervising the pro-
ject, I made mention of the new sod that was 
laid without assuring its growth because of 
failure to water it in a timely fashion. 

I further questioned when the two 
“monument signs” providing church informa-
tion might be moved and shared how we had 
been contacted about this, and it seemed that 
the “right hand didn’t know what the left hand 
was doing.” 

We had further discussions about the 
“aprons” (the entrances at both driveways) and 
the need to restore those and the question of 
replacement. 

It appears that satisfactory answers were 
given, but of course the work remains to be 
done. This project is now in the 14th month. As 
I write this, the road is being milled and 
(weather permitting) we are told it will take 
four days to lay the new asphalt. Then final 
clean-up, landscaping and other “lesser” tasks 
will follow. 

The problem, of course, is that the “lesser 
tasks” include the very issues I raised in our 
conversations. Assurances are welcome; per-
formance is what is needed. 

I share this information lest you may won-
der if anyone is watching this project from the 
church’s perspective. I deeply appreciate the 
involvement of  Sandra Aust, as she has con-
tacted several city departments to do much the 
same thing on behalf of the church. 

Assurances and performance: it seems that 
God has given us the assurance of his love, 
mercy and grace and has revealed his perform-
ance in the life, death and resurrection of Jesus. 

Could it be that we who are assured of this 
love and who have pledged that we will sup-
port the work and way of Jesus are sometimes 
better at giving assurances than we are at per-
forming? 

Just wondering…. 
                  …rmh 
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