North Cross Spirit

... telling the news of North Cross Church

...coming up in Worship...

Sometimes we find ourselves
“reading between the lines.” Perhaps it
is in a newspaper article where some-
thing is being implied rather than stated
explicitly. Or, think of your interaction
with someone when their words say one
thing while their body language indi-
cates something else.

In worship on Sunday, | would like
for us to look at a familiar story from
Matthew’s gospel...but | would like for
us to see something that might be
“hidden”...something that might speak to
our responsibility in sharing the good
news of Jesus.

Dennis

Join adults in Sunday study
You're invited to share in study and
fellowship with these classes this Sunday:

Contemporary Conversations:Lounge
LessonContemporary Issue”
FaithWorks: Room 207
Lesson:!The Birth of a New Community”
Denise Burkett

Good News:Room 206
Lesson!/New Testament People”
Friendship: Youth Room
Lesson:“Guest Speaker, Pete Mayotte”
Inquirer’s: Fellowship Hall
Lesson!Durable Powers of Attorney & Anatomical

Gifts” Dan Sturdevant, Brian Hall & Julie Tapp
Pathfinders: Youth Room
Lesson!Guest Speaker, Pete Mayotte”
Wesleyan:Youth Room
Lesson!Guest Speaker, Pete Mayotte”

Jim Funk

September 8, 2008
Trustees address long-delayed needs

The Trustees of your church, who are charged with the
care, maintenance and policies which guide the use of the
church building, have examined the immediate and long-term
needs of the church facility and have prepared a report that
some have already seen through their adult Sunday school
classes.

This report details proposed replacement of major HVAC
(healing and cooling) systems, as well as other enefgy ef
ciencies. The report took about a year to prepare, and the
Trustees are now seeking to share it with as many people as
possible within the church family and answer questions per-
sons may have as they see and hear of the planned improve-
ments being proposed.

To this end, yet another opportunity will be offered this
Sunday night at 6 p.m. in the church’s fellowship hall to hear
and see this report. A slide presentation and opportunity for
questions to be answered will take place. If you have not yet
seen this presentation, we hope you will be present for this
opportunity Sunday evening.

In the near future, after final refinement, the Trustedls w
be seeking congregational approval to secure the services of
a company or firm to provide more accurate estimates for the
work being proposed.

Brisket luncheon will raise funds

Mark your calendars now for the special brisketheon
on Sunday, Sept. 21in Fellowship Hall. The Outreach Com-
mittee of North Cross is offering this meal as & wasup-
port the work of the Northland Assistance Centanrth
Cross partners with this agency to provide food famghcial
assistance to persons within Clay and Platte cesinti

Many who call or stop by the church for assistaaee
referred to this agency. Northland Assistance le tbverify
the need is legitimate and respond accordingly.

Join us for lunch on the 21You’ll have a great meal,
and we ask that you leave a generous donationjiegals to
share in this important work within our own commntyni

Meals will be served from11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

Transformed by Christ’s love to make disciples angerve others.



August Financial Summary

August Receipts $68,614.00
August Expenses $52,882.39
Balance in Operating Fund....$14,733.69

New Entertainment Books
available from church office

New Entertainment Books have arrived ar
are still only $20.00. You may begin using
them from the time of purchase through No-
vember 1st, 2009.

These popular books are filled with coupd
and opportunities to save on groceries, rest:
rant meals, fast food and travel, as well as G
tural and entertainment venues.

You may peruse or purchase your copy fi
the church office.

Super SaleFinal Results

All expenses have now been paid, and the t
cleared (net) was $11,351.91. WOW! Anothg
great year and sale. Thanks to all who help
make it so!

UMW continues to collect
items for Festival of Sharing kits

This year’s Mission Project, chosen by th
North Cross unit of UMW, is Kits for Festiva
of Sharing. Two kits were selected: one is th
Health Kit, distributed worldwide through
Church World Service, and the other is a St
dent Dental Kit for use in shelters, crisis cen
ters and other ministries here in Missouri.

A complete list of the items for these kits
on the table in the entryway. Single items or
complete kit may be donated by anyone wh

would like to contribute to this project. Donaf
tions may be placed in the UMW tub under the

Sharing Tree. The North Cross United Meth
ist Women thank you for your support.
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Finally....
Volunteer in Mission Information

The VIM opportunity this year will be to Sikeston,
Missouri, helping at the House of Liberty, where people
who have suffered crisis from addiction can stay after
treatment or prison, while receiving supportive services
from change agents in order to reengage with society.

There is lots to do - like painting, replacing ceiling

d tiles, landscaping, construction, plumbing and electrical
work. No one needs to be an expert in
any of these areas. We follow their le¢
We will leave here Sunday afternoc
nsSeptember 28th, and return Friday ev
auning, October 3rd. The cost for gas, fc
ul-and supplies will be $300. Make your
checks out to North Cross and put
onvIM/MO/08 on the memo line. If you
are interested in this VIM opportunity,
please talk with Patsys soon as possi-
ble.

VOLUNTEER IN MISSION
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Autumn Festelebration draws closer

By now you should have heard about our planned
community celebration, which we’re calling Autumn
Fest, on Saturday, October 11th. We want to welcome
the community (all ages) to our front lawn with games,
food, fellowship, music and more. We hope that this
expression of “radical hospitality” will be an introduc-
tion to others about who we are as a church.

Many of you have signed up to help in differing
ways. For those who have done so, Thanks! To you
who may be wondering how you might be able to assist,
why not call or speak with one of those working on the
e detailed plans. Those people are: Marylee Wickham and

Vickie Linch.
;- We are looking to have a great time together from 10
. a.m. to 2 p.m. on that day. We hope you’ll plan to par-
ticipate in some way as we say hello and welcome to
is our neighbors in the community we serve.
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Boy Scout Troop 260 Fundraiser
Standard yellow trash bags, 25 to a roll, are available
at a cost of $9 per roll. Also available are smaller kitchen
bags, 60 to a roll, also $9 a roll. To place an order and
make payment to Troop 260, you may contact Ken Wil-
liams at church on Sundays, or check with the scouts at
their Monday night meeting.
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6:00a.m.....cooeviiiiene Tai Chi
11:00 @M. .covveiieeeeeennnne Tai Chi
HIRCTOT o o | P Wesleyan Women's

Circle
6:00 PM.eeeeiieiiiieiiiennee Girl Scout Unit Meeting
(S12C 01 o1 1 (O Disciple Bible Study
8:00a.m...ccoevevnreiineinnnn, UMMen@Denney'’s,

followed by Trustee’s presentation at North Cros
1:.00 p.m DAR

1:00 pM.ceiiiiiiiiiie, Shower
(S12C 01 o1 1 (O Game Night
8:30am.......ooeeeiieeenn. Worship
9:30 @M. oo Children’s Music
945am........cceeeieen. Sunday School
945 am. ..o, Speaker - Pete Mayotte
11:00 am. ..ccooeveeeeennnn. Worship
ICH 001 o1 1 (PO Financial Peace Class
6:00 PM.ceeiiiiiiiiiiiiis Trustee’s Priority List
9:30 am. .., Parkinson Exercise
11:00 @M. .covviiieeeeeennns Tai Chi
700 PMeciiiiiiiiiie Cub & Boy Scouts
9:00 am...cccceviiiiiiiinnnn. TOPS
9:30 @M., Breaking Free Study
10:00 @M. ..ovvveieeeeeennnnns Paint for Fun
11:30 am..ccceeeeeeee. XYZ Potluck
6:30 p.M.cceieiiiiiiiiii, Trustees
6:30 PM.eeeeiiiiieiiie Girl Scouts
6:30 p.M.ceeeiiiiiiieii, Boy Scouts
6:30 PM.eeeeiiiiieiiie Duplicate Bridge
AL 10 1 o 1 1 { PO Wood Carvers

!
9:00am....ceevviiiiiee Book of Acts
530 pMeiiiiiiiiciin, Supper
6:00 pM.ceeeiiiiiiieii, Yoga
(S12C 01 o1 1 (N Youth
6:30 PM.eeeeiiiiiiee Chancel Choir practice
6:00 @M., Tai Chi
9:00am...cceeviiiiiieee. UMW Sewing/Quilting
10:00 am..ccovveviiiien, Mommy & Me
11:00 am...cccoeeeeeeeennn. Tai Chi
5:00 p.M.ciiiiiiiiii. Cub Scouts
6:30 PM.eeeeiiiiiiieie Disciple Bible Study

SEEKERS INCREDIBLE NUT SALE
STARTS SUNDAY, OCTOBER 5TH
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Going Green in 2008
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Safe Carpet Cleaning Tips:

When buying carpet, choose natural materials, such
as cotton or wool, over synthetics. Buy rugs and carpets
that have not been treated with insecticides and fungi-
cides. When rugs are cleaned, make sure no pesticides
are used. Avoid commercial products containing chlo-
rine, formaldehyde and solvents, such as trichloroethyl-
ene, methylene and nitrobenzene. If ingredients are not
listed on a product, write to the manufacturer for infor-
mation. It is your right to know exactly what you are
buying. If a company won't divulge their ingredients,
write back and tell them you are unable to buy their
product and ask them what they are hiding.

To thoroughly clean and deodorize carpets, mix 2
parts corn meal (polenta) with 1 part borax. Sprinkle lib-
erally, leave one hour, and then vacuum. Quick deodor-
izing is easy—sprinkle carpet with bicarb and vacuum.

DID YOU KNOW? As roadside trash, a cigarette butt
can last 5 years.

UMM schedule breakfast meeting

The United Methodist Men will meet on Saturday,
September 13th, at 8 a.m. at Denny’s Restaurant in
North Kansas City for breakfast. Following breakfast,
the group will return to North Cross to hear the Trustees
presentation of thefPriority List. All men of the church
are invited and are welcome to attend.

We need youhelp to get ready

This month, as we look to get ready for the fall and
winter months here at North Cross, we need your help on
our workday, Saturday, Sept. 27th. We'll be sprucing up
the outside grounds, as well as taking care of some needs
within the building, from 8 a.m. to 12
noon. The Trustees ask that you give us a
hand in doing so.

If you can’t help on this day, contact
Patsy at 452.2939, and she will help you
find a project for a time that better suits
your own schedule.

Remember: Many hands make for
lighter work!




Rick’s Ruminations:

The last couple of weeks I've been addregs-
ing some of the common reasons why person
who claim the Christian faith often do not relat
to a church. I believe having a “church conneg
tion” is vital to a life of faith, as | stated two

weeks ago. No week should ever pass when we.

fail to make an effort to invite someone to wor
ship or Sunday School.

Having previously addressed some of the
common reasons folk sometimes reject a com
munity of faith (the church), let me now give
what is perhaps the most classic excuse or rea-

son some people give for not attending church: .

“The church is full of hypocrites.” This excuse
is absolutely TRUE! The churchfidled with
hypocrites — every one of us has been a back:
stabbing, two-faced, hypocritical sneak more
times than we will ever admit.

But that is exactly why there is a church —
to give all us hypocrites some place to go. The
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Person to person:
CHURCH FAMILY NEWS

Hospitalized: No known at time of publication.
Menu for September 17tRven Fried Chicken,

sauce, Biscuits
and telephone calls following my recent surgery.

Marvin Thiel
We offer our sympathy to Nathan and Angelique

Hunold in the death of Angelique’s mother on Septen

ber 2nd, and to Naoma Morton, in the death of her
brother, Ward Boggs, in Spencer, W. Va.
Remember to mark your calendar for Saturday, Se

tember 13th, for the next Game Night at North Cross

Game Night starts at 6:30 p.m. in Fellowship Hall.
On September 14th at 9:45 a.m. in Fellowship Hall
Pete Mayotte will share the story of his life’s joay

and his connection with the Northland Assistance-Ce

ter. All are invited and welcome to attend.

Mashed Potatoes, Broccoli & Cauliflower with cheessq

Thank you, my friends at North Cross, for the cards

church is not some earthly antechamber wherg
miraculously saintly people gather as they wait

Publication Deadline: Wednesday at noon
Spirit Editor: Mary Alice Morrissey

to be ushered directly into an especially lofty

p_

place in heaven. No, the church is more like the
undifferentiated holding-cell in the county jail
on a Saturday night. Both are filled with peopl¢
in various sorts of trouble — all have sinned, all
have fallen short, and all know that they are
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Church Office: 816-452-293

Fax Number: 816-453-435
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“caught.” Those who complain about what kin

. ) ] Nonprofit Org.
of company they would have to keep if they | North Cross United Methodist Churc| U s. postage
came to church are simply demonstrating how 1321 N.E. Vivion Road PAID
well they would fit into this community of faith.| kansas City, Missouri 64118 Kansas City, MO

So the truth is that the church is not for the

perfect and good. It is for all who seek to be- | Return Service

come more like Christ and who wish to be as-
sisted in their journey as they grow in their
faith.

Therefore, we should become more inten-
tional in inviting persons to join us in the faith
journey. Let me suggest that you keep this ward
in your prayers in the coming weeksvite.

Ask God who you should be inviting to church
If we believe the church is important, then we
should state the obvious and invite others to
join us as we seek to bensformed by
Christ’s love to make disciples and serve oth-
ers.
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