North Cross Spirit

... telling the news of North Cross Church

...coming up in Worship...

Do you really love yourself?

One of the more interesting teach-
ings of Jesus is when he reduces the
truth of the Ten Commandments to two
by saying, “You must love the Lord
your God with all your heart, soul and
mind, and the second is like itl-ove
your neighbor as you love yourseglf.

In this Sunday’s message your min-
ister will be looking closely at the sec-
ond of these commandments of Jesus.
What does it mean to love yourself?
Why is this so essential? Isn’t pride one
of the sins we must avoid?

“I think you'll find the intent of this
teaching of Jesus is essential to being
able to fully respect and love other per-
sons,” commented Rick as he worked at
refining his message for worship.

Join adults in Sunday study
You're invited to share in study and
fellowship with these classes this Sunday:

Contemporary Conversations:Fellowship Hall
Lesson: “General Conference Lay Leader
FaithWorks: Room 207
Lesson!Christ as Messiah”
Good News:Room 206
Lesson! Senior Moments Mary Lee Wickham
Friendship: Fellowship Hall
Lesson: “General Conference Lay Leader”
Inquirer’s: Fellowship Hall
Lesson’ Larry Fagan, Lay Leader

tor@geal Conference

David Batchelor

Pathfinders: Room 215
Lesson*World Religions”
Wesleyan:Room 215
Lesson? Christ as Messiah”

Randy Young

Marg Strong

July 21, 2008

Super Salds a super opportunity for
you August 5th, 6th, and 7th

The church’s annu&uper Salés a wonderful opportu-
nity for all who are a part of the church to becdmelved in
one or more ways.

To begin, it's a magnificent opportunity to dispage
working, unbroken items you no longer need or wiiithen
items, tools, electronics, games, toys, books notdethes,
pictures, lawn and garden equipment and many dtras
are accepted for sale. Men’s and women'’s clothest il
brought on hangers. You can pick up hangers athibech if
you don’t have a supply.

Perhaps you will be one of those shopping for & use
“treasure.” If so, make sure you attend the sakes@iay night,
Wednesday or Thursday.

Workers are needed to staff the sale itdeifou have a
truck and can pick up items on Sunday or Monday, A
gust 3rd or 4th, please let us know in the churchfice. We
always appreciate those who come on Sunday afterooo
Monday to receive and carry into the building thenyitems
that will be priced by others who are working iathvay.

Even if you have nothing to contribute or are ueabl
work, you can still participate by coming and brimgyour
neighbors and friends for lunch on Wednesday (14:80-
1:30 p.m.) or coming to the spaghetti dinner onsbiag or

Wednesday nights (5-7 p.m.).

We are eager to have folk
supply produce, pies, cakes,
cookies and brownies for the
“pantry booth,” and these items
should be brought to the church
on Tuesday morning.

The proceeds from this
year's sale have been desig-
nated by the Trustees to provide
the new flooring and counter-
tops in the kitchen.

That's the story of this an-
nual event. We begin receiving

items on Sunday afternoon, August 3rd. If you lcalp, we
ask you to sign up on Sunday morning in the eatea of the
church, or simply call the church office at 452.293

Transformed by Christ’s love to make disciples angerve others.



June Financial Summary

June Receipts $66,254.64
June Expenses $60,510.58
Balance in Operating Fund ... $10,194.78
Current Building Debt........... $10,113.78

Healing & Wholeness looks #iree
things that make a difference

The monthly service for Healing and
Wholeness is this Sunday at 5 p.m. in the
church’s chapel. The meditation will be entitled
“Three Things that Make a Difference in Liv-
ing.”

Prayers, communion and anointing with oll
remind us of the Healing Presence of God’s
Spirit, which can bring greater wholeness to ou
living.
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We celebrate Dennis’ graduation!

For nearly ten years Dennis Stone, our associate
pastor, has been required to participate in the Denomi-
nation’s_Course of Study be fully accepted into the
ministry of the United Methodist Church and to have
his ordination recognized. Dennis is currently partici-
pating in his final two weeks of this course. He will
graduate on July 31st at Blue Ridge Blvd. UMC, at
7:00 p.m. You are invited to attend and mark this im-
portant passage in his ministry.

On Sunday, August®during the Sunday School
hour, the Staff-Parish Committee will host a reception
for Dennis and Cathy in the Fellowship Hall. Plan to
stop by and have a piece of cake and/or something to
drink and offer your own congratulations and apprecia-
tion for his ministry in our midst.

Time is 9:45-10:50 a.m.

Going Green in 2008

Lay Leader to General Conference to spepk

Larry Fagan will speak in Fellowship Hall
from 9:45 to 10:45 on Sunday, July 27th. He
attended the 2008 General Conference in Ft.
Worth, TX last April. General Conference,
which convenes every four years, is the top pol-
icy-making body of The United Methodist
Church. Church law states that no person or of
ganization except the General Conference hag
authority to speak officially for the denomina-
tion. Nine hundred and ninety-two delegates
from around the world set policy and direction

for the church, as well as handle other business.

General Conference is the only entity that
speaks for The United Methodist Church.
Plan to attend this very interesting presentation.

Faith Home Family Schedule
for the next two Sundays

July 27 Activity: Quilt Blocks for worship table
covering;Parent Huddle TopicBalancing
work, church, family and activities

August 3Activity: Blessings, Door hangers for
nursing homeParent Huddle TopicBlessings
and encouragement.

Safe alternatives for the kitchen:

DishwashingRinsing dishes before food residue
hardens makes cleaning them easier and uses less deter-
gent. Commercial dishwashing liquids are designed to
create unnecessary suds.

In place of commercial detergemissolve pure
soap flakes in hot water, and use in place of your com-
mercial detergent. Add vinegar for really tough, baked-
on grease.

Burnt pots and pansoat the area with a thick
paste of bicarb and water and leave for several hours
before washing.

Ovens:Prevent baked-on-grease. Don’t overfill pans,
and scrape up spills as soon as they're cold enough to
handle. When spills seem unavoidable, put a baking
tray on the bottom rack to catch the worst of it.

When accidents happe@ombine a strong version
of Heavy Duty Cleanser 1. Wear gloves when scrub-
bing to protect your hands.

DID YOU KNOW? You can buy wisely. Look for the
word NONTIXIC on the label.




6:00am...ccovvviiiiieenn. Tai Chi
8:00am..cceviiiiiiiiiiinnes Christmas Store Wa
R

8:30am..cccceiiiiii, Worship

945 amM...iiiiiiiiiiiiiiins Sunday School

945 amM.iiiiiii, Larry Fagan speaks

11:00 am.......cceeeeeeenn. Worship

300 pM. o, Golf Group/Kearney
$ %

9:30amM .. Parkinson Exercise

11:00 am ..o, Tai Chi

700 PMeiieiin Boy Scouts

41010 o 1 1 ([ Republican Women

&

9:00 am ... TOPS

10:00 am ...cccvvvviiieeen. Paint for Fun

6:30 PMeeeeiiiiiiie, Duplicate Bridge

8:00 @M ..cvvviiiiiiiiiiinns Golf Group/Clay Cre

6:00am...cccoevviiiiieene. Tai Chi

Church Family News, continued:

Congratulations to Adam, son of
Joyce Hoefer, for being a 2008 Har-
vest Ball honoree. He is recognized
for volunteering at the Salvation
Army. Adam was awarded his Eagle
Scout award for putting the seats at
our entryway.

Sunday, July 27th is North Cross Day
at Cici’'s Pizza shop. Tell the cashier
you're from North Cross, and a por-
tion of the receipts for that day will be
donated to the church.

Volunteers still needed forSuperSald

It's not too late to sign up and help at Super Sale.
There is a LARGE sign-up poster in the entryway Help is
still needed in many areas.

Another need still exists - if you have a truck and can
help pick up large items which are being donated to the
sale, would you please call Patsy at 452.2939.

If you are donating large items, call the church office
and let us know if you need people to come to your home
and pick up your donations.

Sale Times: Tuesday, August 5th, from 5to 9
p.m., Wednesday, August 6th, from 9 a.m. to 8 p.m., and
Thursday, August 7th, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

North Cross men walk for Christmas Store

Tom Schmutz, Robert Lynch, and Charles Maysent
will be walking this year to raise money for the Christmas
Store. When you see one of them, please offer a donation
in support of this ministry that provides food and gifts to
so many Northland families in need at Christmas. The
Walk will be held on Saturday, July 26th at Oak Grove
Park.

Shepherd Center needs your help

The Shepherd Center of the Northland is asking the North
Cross congregation for volunteers for their various pro-
grams for the elderly. If you can spare a few hours a week
or a month, call the SCN office at 816.452.2536 and sign
up.
“Blessed is the influence of one true loving soul on an-
other.” George Eliot 1819-1880, British author.

HEALTH TEST

and if cat turns purple, there is a harmful
chemical in your breath, and you should see
your doctor immediately! If he remains
black, you are well enough to attend Church
on Sunday.




Rick’s Ruminations:

Whenever | have a great distance to trave
I, like many others, will book an airline flight to
the intended destination. Given my preference
will try to make it a nonstop flight.

Connecting flights create more possibilities
for things to go wrong. Delays may ensue; lug-
gage may get lost or misdirected. Making a
“connection” requires that one be alert and per
haps a little bit lucky in the timing of arrivals
and departures, weather, and sometimes requ
changing terminals, yet another inconveniencs.

However, for most of us “making connec-
tions” is simply a part of the rhythm of life. Of-
ten a connection is simply the necessary link we
have to go through to complete a transaction g
achieve an objective.

We go to a store to buy something. The co
nection is the checkout terminal (checker, caslh
register). We call the doctor and a receptionist
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Person to person:
CHURCH FAMILY NEWS
Hospitalized: Nina Stevens, Frank Cutitta, Irma Cochran,

Please keep our youth and their adult sponsors in your
prayers as they are on their mission trip to Cincinnati.
We offer our sympathy to Barb Bennett in the death of
her mother, Elizabeth, on Friday, July 18th in Kearney,
Nebraska.

Last Sunday to take an ornament from the Christmas
tree in the Narthex and donate money or purchase a
backpack or socks to help our North Cross partnership
program with Crestview Elementary.

Thank you to Kyle Whiston for placing new offering
envelopes in each of the racks in the sanctuary. You al
welcome to use these envelopes for your contributions
Congratulations to the North Cross Preschool for once
again being named one of the best preschools in the
Northland!

(Church Family News continues on Page 3, belownckle)

“connects” us by giving us an appointment to

see the doctor. We want to buy tickets to some
event and we have to pass through the box of{
fice or do so via the phone, or the virtual con-
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Spirit Editor: Mary Alice Morrissey

nection of the internet box office. We have the
need for a repairman at our home and we hav{
to find a way to get connected for a service ca

The Christian faith suggests that the greatas
“connection” we can ever make is to be sure we|
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Church Office: 816-452-293
Fax Number: 816-453-435
Send email to mmorrissey@northcrossumc.g

O W ©
3

becomeconnectedto the One we call Jesus.

The church, at its best, is about helping to
maintain and nurture thisonnection. It doesn’t
require luck or depend upon weather condition
It does, however, require us to be a part of the
arrivals. And if we are intentional in making
and tending this connection, then we have bee
promised we will reach our ultimate destination.

In the current economic climate almost all
airlines are reducing service and in danger of
entering bankruptcy. When we connect directly
with the Lord of all creation and life, we need
not fear a bankruptcy of meaning and purpose
for our life.

| invite you to nurture this connection in
your life through prayer, worship and study.
Connecting flights may pose a problem for tra
elers. Connecting with Jesus leads us to a bet
destination for all of life.
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